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I want to do Genealogy Research.  Where do I start? 

It is best to know the exact legal description (Section-Township-Range) of the land so we 
can get you into the correct book to search.  We do have a map in the office with roads 
if you know an approximate area or you can look at the Assessors GIS website 

https://saline.gworks.com. If you have no idea, we do have several grantee/grantor 
books you may look through for last names.  Please note some of the books are heavy 
and stored above head level, it is suggested to bring someone that is able to handle the 
books if you are not able to do so. We also suggest pen and paper to take notes, a 
camera to take pictures of the documents, cash or check for copies.       

You can search the index online or in person, in the vault, but you will need to come 
into the office to pull the books for dates, exact names and filing information on the 
documents prior to June 24, 2009.   

To search in office pull the corresponding Township/Range Book and look for your 
Section.   

To search online go to https://nebraskadeedsonline.us/search.aspx?county=22 and click 
the search numerical index box in the top left hand corner. Under indexes choose lands, 
and then the township, range and finally section.  There are page numbers behind each 
section with page 1 being the first or earliest entry.   

Search your Quarter by following the Quarter(s) from top to bottom.  Numbers are used 
just for ease in following the column down the page so 1 is the first column, 2 the 
second column.  The letter “p” stands for “part” of the quarter. Follow the quarter down 
the page and make note of any deeds indexed against the property.  Look for WD, SWD, 
QCD these are some of the most common types of deeds that transfer ownership.  
There may be a few others but let’s start here.  The following documents: Mtge 
(Mortgage), AM (Assignment of Mortgage), REL (Release), Affi (Affidavit) or Cert 
(Certificate) are generally NOT helpful as they do not convey ownership. Write down the 
book and page number of any that are found.  Now we can look at the deed books in 
the vault and follow the “chain of title” for ownership.  
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In the example below we are searching the SW ¼ SW ¼ of Section 1 Township 7    
Range 3.   

The Grantor is the “Seller” and the Grantee is the “Buyer.” I have highlighted the 
documents in the Quarter that we are looking at.  The first document under kind of 
instrument is a patent in book 13 page 226 from the United States to the Rail Road.   
The second highlighted document is listed as SW & QCD.  This is something we should 
look at. Write down the book and page number, which is highlighted on the right side.  
Next pull book 26 page 56 to see the deed from the Rail Road to Thompson. See the 
copy on the last page below.  The next three documents are mtge (Mortgages) so 
probably will not be helpful if we are looking at ownership. Keep going through the 
index pages and write down your deeds to look at or pull them as you go.  
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Documents filed from June 24, 2009 to present can be viewed on the website (with the 
exception of Death Certificates.)  Index books were scanned in the fall of 2019. If you 
need to search more recent documents use the search bars on the first page of the 
website. 
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