
by Lisa Fischer
 Wilber’s Dvoracek Memorial 
Library started off the year with 
new computer software.
 The Apollo automation sys-
tem, a software program de-
signed by the Biblionix Com-
pany based in Austin, Texas, 
replaced the library’s 20-year-
old Follett program. 
 “This is what we’re learning 
now,” said Susie Homolka, co-
director of the Dvoracek Memo-
rial Library. “We’re learning a 
new software program.”

 Even though the switch is 
working well so far. Homolka 
and her co-director, Nancy Va-
cek, traveled to Pawnee City on 
April 26 for an Apollo software 
tutorial.
 “Apollo has a different for-
mat that moves a little faster than 
Follett,” Vacek said. “We’ve 
been working with Follett for so 
long, the switch is taking a while 
to process. You have to un-think 
Follett before you can under-
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Charlie Keller is 
gone, not forgotten

by Lisa Fischer
 Nearly every parking spot in 
downtown Wilber was taken and 
almost every seat in Sokol Hall 
was filled with friends and fam-
ily members at the celebration of 
Charlie Keller’s life on April 24.
 The ceremony, interment 
and fellowship were filled with 
people saying farewell to their 
friend and family member 
‘Czech Days Charlie.’
 “What the Liberty Bell is to 
Philadelphia, times that by two 
and that’s what Charlie means 
to Wilber,” said Mark Newmyer 
one of Keller’s many friends 
who showed support during the 
services.
 The Revs. Craig Doty and 
Bernard Lorenz presided over 
the ceremony.  It began at 2 p.m. 
while attendees stood during a 
processional accompanied by 
Keller’s favorite band, the Wil-
ber Alumni band which played 
Julida Polka and Muziky Muziky 
March.
 During the ceremony his 
daughter, Deb Keller, and one of 
his many friends, Dirk Altman, 
gave insights of the Nebraska 
Czechs of Wilber president and a 
great promoter, arguably the best 
promoter of the annual Czech 
Days Festival.
 “People come into your life 
for a reason, a season or a life-
time and Chuck (her dad) was all 
three,” Deb Keller said.
 During her speech, she com-

mented on several instances 
where her father gave great ad-
vice. She also encouraged every-
one present to “be like Chuck,” 
to smile, to encourage, to be pos-
itive, to stop and ask someone 
how they are doing and really 
wait for an answer just like her 
father had done countless times.
 Altman also spoke fondly of 
the late Keller and among sev-
eral memories commented on 
Keller’s many loves.
 “He loved people, to dance, 
his family, his town and his heri-
tage,” Altman said. “He didn’t 
just say it, he walked the walk.”
 Keller’s ability to market the 
annual Czech Festival ended 
Altman’s speech. He said Keller 
mirrored John F. Kennedy’s 
quote of “My fellow Americans, 
ask not what your country can 
do for you, ask what can you do 
for your country,” by not asking 
what Wilber could do for him, 
but what he could do for Wilber.
 The ceremony ended with a 
processional accompanied by 
the Wilber Alumni Band that 
played Keller’s favorite polka 
song The Beer Barrel Polka as 
he exited Sokol Hall for the last 
time.
 “The song you always play 
for Charlie is The Beer Barrel 
Polka,” said Stefanie Husak, an 
alumni band member and friend. 
“He always asked for it. Even if 
you already played it he would 
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Kiosk completion ends the second stage
by Lisa Fischer

 The second phase of Saline 
County’s Veterans Memorial 
was completed on April 24 with 
the installation of a veterans ki-
osk. 
 A Windy Prairie installation 
team and members of The Sa-
line County Veterans’ Memorial 
Committee gathered at the me-
morial to discuss and assist in 
the installation process.
 “We’re trying to honor all the 
veterans of Saline County,” said 
Forrest Doyle, Saline County’s 
veterans service officer. 
 The first phase of the project 
was construction of the 37-foot 
plaza, pentagon, obelisk, two 
flagpoles and lights. The second 
phase consisted of installing the 
kiosk hardware and software and 
the third phase entails installing 
brick murals, benches and any 
additional flagpoles and lights. 
The landscape will be installed 
by the Wilber Garden Club.
 Doyle said there are about 
3,819 names and 240 pictures of 
Saline County veterans already 
on the kiosk with room for more. 
 He said any veteran, young 
or old, from Saline County can 
have their information in the ki-
osk at no cost to them by call-
ing his office at (402) 821-2990, 

sending him an email at sa-
linevet@diodecom.net or send-
ing the information to P.O. Box 
865, Wilber, NE 68465.
 Francis Jefferson Coates and 
Victor Vifquain are amongst the 
veterans imputed into the kiosk. 
Coates was a Union Solider and 
a member of the 7th Wisconsin 
Infantry during the Civil War.
 He received the Congressio-
nal Medal of Honor during the 
Battle of Gettysburg after being 
shot in the face causing him to 
lose both eyes. In 1864, he left 
military service and later moved 
to Dorchester. Coates is buried 
in the Dorchester cemetery.
 Vifquain also received the 
Congressional Medal of Honor 
on June 8, 1865, for action at 
Fort Blakely, Ala., on April 9 of 
that year. In 1857 he settled per-
manently in America in the Blue 
River Valley of Saline County. 
 He did not wait for Nebras-
ka units to be formed when the 
Civil War broke out in 1861 and 
enlisted in the Fifty-third New 
York Infantry. 
 He went on active duty as a 
lieutenant colonel and adjutant 
of the Third Nebraska Infantry 
under Col. William Jennings 
Bryan during the Spanish-
American War and became regi-

mental commander when Bryan 
resigned. 
 Vifquain took the regiment to 
Cuba as an occupational force 
following the war. After the 
peace treaty Vifquain retired to 
his home in Lincoln and was 
later buried in Lincoln’s Calvary 
Cemetery.
 Windy Prairie Incorporated 

installed the kiosk. The compa-
ny based in Indianola has made 
many kiosks in the past, but nev-
er a veterans’ kiosk until now.
 “This is our 30th kiosk and 
it’s a little different,” said Steve 
Richman, co-chairman of Windy 
Prairie.
 He said the company, which 
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Accordian players Bob Mager, left, Stefanie Husak and Kevin 
Chelewski are joined by Matilda Koll while playing songs at Sokol 
Hall during Charlie Keller’s funeral reception on April 24.
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Co-Directors Nancy Vacek and Susie Homolka take a moment to 
work together at one of the Dvoracek Memorial Library computers.

Library makes changes

Bon voyage, Mr. Brozovsky

Emerson Kalkwarf stares in awe at Mickey Mouse during 
Wilber-Clatonia’s Family Fun Night and Mr. Brozovsky 
retirement party on April 26.

PhotoS by LiSa FiSCher

Wilber-Clatonia Elementary Principal Allen Brozovsky stands in front of a specialty cake made for him during the 
school’s Family Fun Night and his retirement party on April 26.

Wilber-Clatonia students Kyle Williamson, banana, Dillon 
Rieschick, grape, Carlos Vargas, orange and Taylor Sladek, 
carrot, handed out healthy snacks during Family Fun Night 
and Mr. Brozovsky’s retirement party on April 26 at WC.
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With the end of installation in sight, Bill Rogers, co-chairman of 
Windy Prairie (left), stands next to Steve Richman, Dave Pedersen, 
Windy Prairie IT employee, Forrest Doyle, Ron Corbett and Chris 
Richman, Windy Prairie IT employee, in front of the kiosk each 
worked to get implemented. 
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ask you to play it again before 
he leaves.”
 A meal catered by Lefty’s 
and kolaches from St. Wenc-
eslaus Catholic Church were 
provided at Sokol Hall follow-
ing the ceremony and interment 
at Wilber’s Czech Cemetery.  
 Available friends and fam-
ily came to enjoy the reception 
where they received a meal, lis-
tented to music from the alumni 

band and enjoyed each other’s 
company and memories of 
Keller.
 Keller’s brother, Ben, was 
among the many at the recep-
tion. He said the number of peo-
ple who cared for his family was 
a good sight to see.
 “This was really something 
to see,” Ben Keller said. “My 
claim to fame is saying my 
brother Charlie is from Wilber.”
 Erma Sebek, a friend and 

community member, said Keller 
was instrumental in keeping 
the Czech Days art show going 
strong.
 “He was so helpful and sup-
portive,” Sebek said.
 The support for the event he 
cared for most, Czech Days, was 
felt throughout the year.
 “I could always tell how 
close to Czech Days we were be-
cause of how many times a week 
or a day Charlie would come 

into the meat market,” said Sen. 
Russ Karpisek, a friend, former 
mayor of Wilber, and owner of 
Karpisek’s Market.
 “When Czech Days was two 
weeks away he would come in 
every day.” 
 “When it was a week away he 
would come in about six times 
a day. Each time saying the nor-
mal Charlie stuff.”
 Kevin Chelewski, a friend, 
also remembers Keller as the 

supportive friend who also liked 
to have a good time.
 “Every time I would talk to 
him over the phone he’d (jok-
ingly) say, ‘well does your wife 
still love you?’” Chelewski said. 
“His big, smiling face always 
made you feel real special.”
 That face will be present dur-
ing this year’s Wilber Czech 
Festival: Celebrating 140 Years 
of Building Wilber.
 “Charlie’s face will be every-

where,” said Dave Newmyer, a 
friend.    
 As stated on the back of the 
ceremony brochure, Chuck was 
a people person. He shared many 
unique memories with everyone. 
In order to honor his legacy his 
family asks everyone to share a 
story of Charlie,  a memory of 
him or the words he said. The 
family asks for memories to be 
sent to Mary Keller, P.O. Box 
145, Wilber NE 68465 or by 
email to m.jkeller@yahoo.com.
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Thank You
Two small words for such a big feeling.

We would like to thank everyone that 
gave of their time and donations for Brad 
Goolsby’s benefi t. Your kindness will be 
forever remembered.

Brad & Kathy Goolsby

TOTAL VALUE.
TOTAL SYSTEMS.™

POSTERITY

  

Storage Systems
Conditioning

Material Handling

1387 Progressive Rd
P.O. Box 328

Seward, NE 68434

1-800-642-6005
www.productionsales.com

&
Tri County

Pops Concert
Open House

Monday, May 6
Tri County Gymnasium

6 p.m. Open House ★ 7 p.m. Concert
A night of non-stop music

Sit at a table or in the bleachers T Enjoy a dessert 
and beverage during the concert T Stay for your 

favorite parts T Tour TC’s Open House!
Schedules will be printed in the programs

Hear Tri County’s very own
T High School Band T High School Chorus
T Jr. High Band T Jr. High Chorus 
T Jazz Band T Swing Choirs
T Small Groups T Soloists

T Guitar Selections

Concert Admissions
Adults & College Students $3 TNon-TC Students $1
Senior Citizens (60 & up), TC Staff & TC Students FREE
Sponsored by the Tri County Music Boosters

Proceeds to benefi t the TC Music Program

usssssssssss

$

Serving
Brownie
Sundaes
& Drinks!

MOM
Sign up for one of our classes:
Sat., May 4 • 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Mon., May 6 • 4-7:30 p.m.
Wed., May 8 • 4-7:30 p.m.

Register by calling
402-683-2043

108 S. Pear
DeWitt, NE

402-683-2043
www.3pawsgarden.com

Lea
rn how to create aLea
rn h reate a

very
 special gift for

• No age   
 restriction
• $25 per kid
• Includes  
 process of 
  ring the glaze
• Pick up the  
 gift before  
 Mother’s Day

In Memory of Loren Aksamit  3/26/36-5/2/93
You Will Be Remembered

You will be remembered with the  owers bloom in Spring
In the Summertime remembered
In the fun the Summer brings.

You will be remembered when Fall brings leaves of gold.
In the Wintertime remembered in the stories that are told.

And you will be remembered each day from the start.
For the memories we once shared,

Live forever within my heart.
Donnis Aksamit & family

In Memory of Loren Aksamit
3/26/36-5/2/93

If roses grow in heaven Lord, then pick a bunch for me. Place 
them in my Dad's arms and tell him they're from me. Tell him that 
I love and miss him, and when he turns to smile, place a kiss upon 
his cheek and hold him for awhile. I know you're always with me 

and look after me every day. My life has never been complete 
since the day you went away. I love and miss you Dad!

Kim Rempe

Keller
(continued from page 1)

by Lisa Fischer
 Jon Brolliar and his siblings wanted to 
honor their late mother, Iola Brolliar, and 
putting together a scholarship for their alma 
mater was the way to do it.
	 This	is	the	first	year	a	graduating	senior	
from Wilber-Clatonia High School will re-
ceive the Iola Brolliar Scholarship. 
 She was a single parent for a long time 
raising her children, Connie Allen, Bill, Bob 
and Jon on one salary from the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service of-
fice	in	Wilber,	as	an	office	employee	for	35	
years.
 “We thought it was a good idea to take 
some of the money she had left and put it 
towards a scholarship,” Jon Brolliar said. 
	 Iola	Brolliar	passed	away	on	August	23,	
2012, at age 89. She spent most of her life 

caring for others at all costs.
 “It’s hard to raise children on one in-
come,” Jon Brolliar said. “She did a good 
job raising all of us.”
 The scholarship is directed towards a stu-
dent entering a vocational or two-year col-
lege, such as Southeast Community College 
and Metro Community College, in Nebras-
ka. 
 If no applicable graduating senior from 
WC is attending a vocational  college in 
state the scholarship will be awarded to a 
student attending a two-year college out of 
state.
 “A lot of scholarships go towards four-
year schools or students with the best 
grades,” Jon Brolliar said. “This scholarship 
will go towards someone based on need, not 
their grade point average.”

Late mother’s legacy of giving lives on

courtesy Photo

The late Iola Brolliar is the namesake of 
the Iola Brolliar Scholarship in its first 
year of distribution at Wilber-Clatonia 
High School.

started in 1996 and produces 
both hardware and software, has 
produced	 30	 cemetery	 kiosks	
since 2000. 
 A member of the Saline 
County Veteran’s Committee 
approached the company about 
a year ago regarding interest in 
creating a veterans’ kiosk after 
viewing the company’s cem-
etery kiosk in York. 
 About a year later the com-
pany’s information system 
technicians and manufacturers 
produced an easy to use and de-
pendable kiosk. 

 With the implementation 
of the kiosk, Richman said the 
company is looking towards 
new endeavors such as more 
veteran kiosks, alumni kiosks 
and angels of hope kiosks.
 With the end of memorial 
construction in sight, the com-
mittee is already planning to 
show the kiosk during Czech 
Days on Aug. 2-4. 
 Ron Corbett, co-chairman of 
the Saline County veteran’s me-
morial committee, said they are 
planning on having a live dem-
onstration two hours before and 
after parades.

Kiosk

Library
stand Apollo. It’s really that way 
with anything.”
 They said the new software 
made sense for a variety of rea-
sons including having the data-
base stored elsewhere. Vacek 
said the database is stored in 
Texas, unlike the Follett soft-
ware that was stored in house.
 For about 20 years, Vacek 
and Homolka had to re-input the 
library’s books into the system if 
the computer crashed. Now, the 
responsibility lies with Apollo. 
The software works well with 
small libraries like Wilber.  
 Homolka and Vacek were in-
troduced to the Follett software 
in 1992 after they, with the rest 
of the Southeast Library Sys-
tem, received a grant from Bill 
and Melinda Gates.
 Prior to her introduction to 
the Follett software, Vacek made 
her living working with com-
puters. She grew up in Lincoln 
where she attended a computer 
programming college. Vacek 

then worked for the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln in the early 
1970’s in a department known as 
the exam service center. While 
at the university, Vacek worked 
with computers that took up an 
entire	 floor	 of	 Nebraska	 Hall.	
Now computers are smaller and 
more user friendly. 
 “I’ve seen so many changes 
in computer technology it’s just 
been unreal,” Vacek said.
 Her career progressed to tra-
versing the U.S. working with 
computer software. Years later, 
she married a man from Western 
and moved to Wilber where she 
took a position at the library.
 Homolka’s journey to the 
library started in rural Milli-
gan, where she grew up reading 
books.
 “We had one channel, chan-
nel 10,” she said. “We were 
lucky to get that. At home we 
still don’t have computer or In-
ternet and we don’t miss it.”
 After high school, Homolka 
moved to Lincoln where she 

took business classes at the Lin-
coln School of Commerce. She 
also worked as a secretary for 
the president and vice president 
of the University of Nebraska 
Foundation. In 1967 she got 
married and moved to Swanton. 
After her children graduated 
high school, Homolka took a po-
sition at Wilber-Clatonia Public 
Schools and the Dvoracek Me-
morial Library.
 Both Homolka and Vacek 
started working in the library in 
the late 1980s.
 “We were called library 
clerks in those days,” Homolka 
said.	 “We	 worked	 for	 the	 first	
librarian here, the former Mar-
jorie Kobes.”
 Since neither originated in 
Wilber, they found their niche 
in the community at the library. 
When the library’s previous di-
rector, Betty Skrdla, stepped 
down in 2001, Vacek and Ho-
molka stepped in as co-direc-
tors.
 “They spoke to us and asked 
if either of us wanted the posi-

tion,” Homolka said. 
 When confronted with the 
possibility both unanimously 
agreed two heads are better than 
one.
 “It (the workload) is a lot,” 
Homolka said. “But we take 
care of it.”
 They receive assistance from 
Shirley Znamenacek, who as-
sists in the summer with the 
summer reading program and 
year-round with indoor and out-
door maintenance.
 She said there is a lot more 
work involved in working in a 
library than one may think. Ho-
molka said on an average day 
she and Vacek are expected to 
know current events, account-
ing, genealogy, people in the 
community, computer technol-
ogy and much more. 
 Even though the job is hectic 
at times they stay because they 
love it and people who stop in. 
While employed at the library 
they have met individuals from 
all over the globe, thanks to ex-
change programs, and the U.S.
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